
Dear Parent/Guardian/Caregiver, 
 
Spring is just around the corner and we are looking forward to warmer days here 
at school.  Our Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for March 22, 
2018 from 12:00 – 7:45 pm.  This is a great opportunity to see what progress your 
student is making on IEP goals and objectives, check on behavior, share any medi-
cal information with the Nurse’s Office, and verify what would be the best areas to 
reinforce at home.  Teachers will be sending home reminders and scheduling times 
to ensure you get personal time.     
 
It is the time of year when we ask for your input through our annual Parent Survey.  
We truly want to find areas for improvement and understand the areas of strength 
identified by our parents/guardians/caregivers.  The information gathered will be 
used in the development of our School Improvement Plan, which also aligns to the Berrien RESA Strategic Plan.  We are 
also looking for two parents who are able to participate on our School Improvement Committee during the 2018-2019 
school year.  Meetings are held every two weeks on Tuesday mornings from 7:45-8:30.  Please contact me if you are 
interested in participating.  
 
Our first  Night at the Carousel was a big success.  A BIG THANKS goes out to the Silver Beach Carousel board for help-
ing us provide a wonderful experience for our students and their families.  BLC 
staff truly enjoyed seeing the joy on the student’s faces and the families having the 
supports to make this a great experience.  It is our hope that more families will be 
able to join us next year.    
 
We were excited to have our King and Queen, Aubrey Hamby and Alexis Lewis, 
attend the annual Blossomtime Pageant last weekend to represent Blossomland 
Learning Center.  It was an exciting evening and gave them a chance to practice 
their interview skills, sing a little tune, and have an opportunity to be with King’s & 
Queens from around the county. They did a great job representing our school.  
Way to be BLC Rock STARS Aubrey & Alexis! 
 
Spring Break is just a couple of weeks away, starting Thursday, March 29th.  Stu-
dents will be dismissed at 11:30 a.m.   
 
Please feel free to contact Craig Kuhn, the Assistant Principal, or me at (269) 473-
2600, extension 1 BLC, should you have any questions.  We hope to see you next 
week at conferences! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tina Lawson 
Principal 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

March 22 Parent-Teacher 
  Conferences 
  12-7:45 p.m. 
  No School 
March 29 1/2 Day  
  11:30 a.m. 
  dismissal 
March 30 Good Friday 
  No School 
April 2-  Spring Break 
April 6  No School 
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B-Pod: Tony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio is a STAR on most days.  He can be RE-

SPECTFUL towards others & a TEAM player.  His 

ATTITUDE toward others is helpful and at times he 

will help staff.   He is our STAR this month. Good 

Job, Tony! 

A-Pod: Timmy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timmy is a great addition to our classroom! He 

has a good attitude about learning & getting work 

done. Timmy is respectful to others, helpful, & a 

good friend. He walks safely in the hallways & 

shows teamwork. We are so proud of him! 

D-Pod: Eli 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Eli is the student of the month because of his hard 

work and positive attitude in the classroom. Eli is  

working on using teamwork with his classroom 

friends and increasing his  

independence with his daily skills.   

Keep up the great work Eli. 

Off-Site: Kelsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kelsey has really grown in her STAR qualities: She 

shows Safety when walking & traveling in the com-
munity. She models Teamwork on her job assign-

ments at Walgreens, Meijer, TEC, & Mendel Center. 
She shows a good Attitude in her flexibility to try 

different things and Respect toward others. We are 
proud of all the improvements she has shown! 



BLC Featured Classroom of the Month – D5 
D5 is a primary/intermediate classroom for students ages of 9 to 

16 who have severe multiple impairments. This means that our 

students need much assistance and/or adaptive equipment for 

activities of daily living. Classroom staff assist students with  

transfers, feeding, hygiene, other health and medical related 

functions, mobility, and positioning. Their learning areas include: 

academics, cause and effect (sometimes using adaptive switch-

es), communication skills (occasionally using boards or large in-

teractive screens), sensory processing, fine and gross motor 

skills, social skills (with periodic assistance from other older 

school mates), and recreation. While they do have time for mov-

ing and exploring on the 

floor mat, students are 

encouraged to get out 

of their wheelchairs into equipment and positions that support them while upright and 

moving. 

 

D5’s teacher, Rochelle Necas, began working at BLC in 2006 as a “floating” teacher (a 

teacher who regularly substitutes for permanent teachers in the building) until she 

joined the D5 classroom last year. Rochelle holds a degree in special education with 

endorsements in cognitive impairments and emotional impairments (both K-12). She 

also has a degree in school counseling for grades K-8. Rochelle utilizes switches, technol-

ogy and switch related centers, and visual impairment aids to help her students gain as 

much independence as possible. 

 

Becky Lewis substituted at Blossomland for two years before being hired on permanent-

ly. This is Becky's seventh year working for BLC. Previously, she worked as a church secretary, a bookstore employee, and an 

elementary teacher in two different private schools. 

 

Catalina Gutierrez also substituted at Blossomland for two years before she hired on with BLC. This is her fourth year at BLC. 

Previously in Chicago, Catalina worked with individuals across a wide age range - from preschoolers through senior citizens. Born 

in Mexico and moving to the U.S. 

as a young teen, Catalina is bilin-

gual and is extremely helpful com-

municating with our Spanish 

speaking population when need-

ed. 

 

Mable is our foster grandmother. 

She is new to our school and is a 

welcomed helpful addition to our 

classroom. “Grandma” Mable has 

a very positive disposition and her 

goal is to encourage students and 

staff alike. 

 

 



BLC’s Got Talent!! 
Friday, February 23rd, and Monday, February 26th were some of our favorite school days 

at Blossomland. We were here in Berrien Springs, but the sights and sounds were more 

like those you might see in Los Angeles at a taping of America's Got Talent. 

 

BLC had a few Michael Jacksons, an Elvis in his white jumpsuit, cute little ducklings, cardio

-drumming, the Three Little Pigs, dancing fox and kits, duets, solos, and a father/son duo. 

The audience swayed to the music, clapped, waved encouragement to performers, and 

roared with laughter. Some even danced along with the 

students.  

 

Some comments heard were, "Our students are great. 

This was so good." "You guys did a great job." Also 

heard was, "You were awesome," while parents and 

friends hugged their favorite stars. Indeed, it WAS an 

awesome event. 

Where else can you see 

such varied talent AND 

a finale of Tina and 

Craig kissing a live pig?  


